
American Manchester Terrier Club
Judges Education Seminar

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Time for the presenter to introduce themselves. 
�DO: Say your name and length of time in the breed. It’s ok to talk about roles served in the Parent club, etc. Keep things general.
�DO NOT: Brag about your kennel, breeding program, and talk about specific dogs you have campaigned. 



History and Background
• Oldest of the identifiable Terrier Breeds
• 1570: First mention of the breed in literature: Dr. Caius Encyclopedia of Dogs 

mentioned Black & Tan Terrier as rougher in coat & shorter on leg
• Early 1800s: The Dog in Health and Disease, by J.A.Walsh, 

• Devoted a full chapter to the Black and Tan terrier, giving them recognition as 
an established breed.

Mr. Walsh’s description might serve well today:

• Smooth coated
• Nose-long, tapering
• Skull-narrow and flat
• Eyes-small and bright
• Chest-rather deep than wide
• Color-ONLY black and tan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This first description of the Manchester Terrier in 1570 places the breed as far back as the times of the Tudors, however it probably existed earlier. 

It does not however much resemble how we know the breed today. 

Mr. Walsh’s description in the early 1800s is a much closer description. 



English History
Europe in the 1800s:
• Cities had poor sanitation
• Rats became a health menace (bubonic plague, etc)
• Rat killing is a popular sport

John Hulme, an enthusiastic devotee of both the 
sports of rat killing and rabbit coursing, bred a 
Whippet to a cross-bred terrier to develop one 
breed of dog for both sports. 

• 1827: The celebrated “Billy”, a dog with decided 
Manchester features, was said to have killed 100 
rats in 5 minutes, 30 seconds, in a rat pit

• Circa 1850: Tiny Wonder, a Toy Manchester 
Terrier, was famous in the city if London for killing 
200 rats in an hour

Ratting in the Hedgerow 1881

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Perhaps the Whippet influence explains the unusual topline of the Manchester Terrier still required today. This cross proved so successful that it was repeated, resulting in the establishment of a definite type. 

Thus, the development of the Manchester Terrier came about as a direct result of the popularity of rat killing. 



"Jilted" by Briton Riviere, 1887

English History – The Gentleman’s Terrier

By 1860- the Manchester district became the breed center 
for these “ rat terriers” and the name Manchester Terrier 
surfaced. 

Various sizes emerged to suit their various needs:
• Vermin control (businesses, farms, homes, ships)
• Bloodsports (handicapped by weight)
• Field work (crossed with Whippets to create superior 

rabbit courser)

Ears were cropped to reduce the risk of having them torn in 
frequent scraps. This also enhanced the sharp appearance 
of the expression.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note, there was a use for the larger and smaller dogs. 
Larger specimens could be used for coursing
Smaller specimens had an advantage in flushing game from burrows and ratting in small spaces. A smaller specimen was also given a handicap in the rat pits that was seen as advantageous. 

The Breed developed a fighting spirit that made them equally handy in the rat pit or a hedge row: They could tackle an opponent twice their size, with silent determination! ��They were often called the “Gentleman’s Terriers” because of their dauntless spirit. 

When rat killing became illegal in England, rat pits were supplanted by the dining halls of public inns, which were all infested with rats. Many Inns kept their own kennel. 
�When the tap rooms closed, who do you think took command? The black & tan rat killing machines proved worth 100 fold to the Inn keeper





For a time, smaller specimens gained appeal, leading to a concentrated effort to 
reduce size further, at any cost. They developed apple dome heads and size 
diminished to 2 ½ lbs. They became frail and sickly. 

Two distinct breeds developed with completely different types. The smaller 
specimens became the English Toy (Black & Tan) Terrier while the 
larger ones remained as the Manchester Terrier. These two breeds 
remain separate in England and FCI countries today . 

History - Size

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Article from 1938, Cedar Rapids Gazette, two Toy Manchester Terriers weighing 3 lbs



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Manchester Terrier’s appearance in popular media spans decades.
Bottom Right:Women’s Day 1963



1884 The American Kennel Club is formally founded

1886 The first Black & Tan Terrier was registered in the stud book

1887 The first Manchester Terrier was registered

1923 The Manchester Terrier Club of America was recognized (Standard Variety) 

1934 Black & Tan Toy Terrier changed to Toy Manchester Terrier 

1938 The American Toy Manchester Terrier Club was organized

1952 The MTCA was without organized breed representation 

1958 To the credit of the ATMTC, the two breeds were combined as one with two varieties 
(Standard & Toy) with the formation of the American Manchester Terrier Club (AMTC)

American History

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note that the first Black and Tan terrier was registered in the stud books just two years after the incorporation of the AKC. 

In 1958, the two breeds were combined into one by AKC due to the Standard Manchester Terriers decline after two world wars. 

Why is this important? What has been presented on the last two slides illustrates how the breed has evolved over time. These historic pressures applied to the breed, both with the variation of size and type, influences both the preferences (or lack of preferences with regards to size) and disqualifications found in the breed standard, as well as the variation in type. 



Toys 1936 – 1955

Note the difference from 
todays Toys:
• Lack of substance
• Ears
• Eyes
• Skulls
• Muzzles

Standards

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The varieties were still separate breeds at this time. As you can see prior to the combining of the breeds, the toys looked very different. The Standards have not changed much. These toys were quite small, and are likely the reason we have an open class that is divided at 7 lbs, although you’ll rarely see an entry in that class today. 

Remember how the smaller dogs were used in the rat pits because of the preferred handicap they received due to their small size. As toys get smaller, the eyes and heads get rounder. The pressures of mother nature making it very challenging to produce a tiny toy that meets the demands of the Manchester Terrier breed standard. 

Toy Manchester Terriers climbed the AKC registration statistics and reached their height of popularity during this time. 
In 1940, 395 were registered with AKC and 
by 1941, registrations had more than doubled to 835. 
They ranked as high as #19 in AKC registration stats in 1954. 
From 1945 to 1957, registration numbers doubled with more than 3,166 Toys registered in 1957 compared to only 40 Standard Manchester Terriers. 
World War II nearly caused the extinction of the Standard Variety and in 1958, the two breeds were combined. 





Toys 1960 - 1970

Note the improvement
• Substance
• Head 
• Eye
• Muzzle
• Ears

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is shortly after the combination of the Toy and Standard variety. Note the improvement on substance and heads here. These dogs could win in the ring today. They are also closer to the 12 lb weight limit than the toys from the previous time period. What you’re seeing here is a deliberate shift in type because the breeders recognized that improvements needed to be made.

Reg stats today: 2020 – 196 dogs registered (includes both varieties)




Key Concepts
• Strength – Working terrier
• Elegance – Quietly powerful / Smooth outline
• Agile – need to work in small spaces, ability to course
• Endurance – could kill rats for hours
• Devotion – devoted to their family, not so much to strangers. Rats 

are vicious and a dog needs to have its head on a swivel to work 
safely in the rat pit

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The breed should possess a symmetry that is pleasing to the eye and harmonious. This includes flat muscling. Excessive muscling leads to a restricted, lumbering gait. They need to be fast and quick witted to catch prey. 



• A small black short coated dog with distinctive rich
mahogany markings and a taper style tail.

• In structure, the Manchester presents a sleek,
sturdy yet elegant look and has a wedge shaped long
and clean head with a keen, bright, alert expression.

General Appearance

• The smooth, compact, muscular body expresses great
power and agility enabling the Manchester to kill vermin
and course small game.

• Except for size and ear options, there are no differences
between the Standard and Toy varieties of the
Manchester Terrier. The Toy variety is a diminutive
version of the Standard variety.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There shall be no preference for size in our breed. As we outlined earlier in the history section, our breed was developed to work in a variety of environments and smaller specimens have equal value to the larger. Please write that down and underline it!



General Appearance



The Manchester Terrier, overall, is slightly longer than tall. 

The height, measured vertically from the ground to the 
highest point of the withers, is slightly less than the length, 
measured horizontally from the point of the shoulders to 
the rear projection of the upper thigh. 

The bone and muscle of the Manchester Terrier is of 
sufficient mass to ensure agility and endurance. 

Toy Variety: weight over 12 pounds shall be excused

Disqualification: Standard Variety - Weight over 22 pounds  

Size, Proportion, Substance
• Toy variety: Shall not exceed 12 lbs

• Standard variety: Shall be over 12 lbs, and not 
exceeding 22 lbs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Toys over 12 lbs are excused and marked so in the judges book. Standards over 22 lbs are disqualified. If a standard is disqualified due to weight 3 times it can no longer be shown. If you have a question, please weigh the dog. We would hate for you to place a dog out of the ribbons simply because you are not sure about the weight. 



“Keen and alert expression”
Eyes
• nearly black and almond shaped
• set moderately close together slanting upwards on the outside

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Eyes are a deep chocolate color that appear black. 




Ears
Standard variety: 
 3 ear types: naturally erect, button or cropped. 
 No preference is given to any of the ear types.
 Cropped ears are long, pointed and carried erect
 Button ears are wider at the base, tapering to pointed tips 

Toy variety: Only natural ears allowed
Both varieties:
 Carried well up on the skull 
 The naturally erect ears are wider at the 
base, tapering to pointed tips 

Fault: Wide, flaring, blunt tipped or 
“bell” ears are a serious fault for both varieties.

Disqualification: Toy Variety –
Cropped or button ears.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ears: All three ear types are pictured. 

The button ear looks much like what you would see in other terrier breeds. It covers the ear canal to protect the ear from dirt and debris. The tip of the buttons should point at the outside corner of the eye. Button ears may not stay perfectly button when the dog is moving. This is ok. 

When in motion, dogs may have their ears back or forward/erect, depending on the ear type. 

If a natural eared dog is moving with its ear erect, they should not be flapping excessively. This is an indication of weak ear leather and these dogs will often be noted to have wide or flaring ears upon examination.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As we stated, there is one approved ear type for the toy and that is the natural ear (dog on far left). The standard may have one of 3 ear types. This is one photo of the same dog. Note how the different ear types affect expression and keep this in mind when you are judging our breed. 

The natural ear has a softer look, the cropped ear has a sharper look, and the button ear makes the head appear to be wider. 

There is NO preference for ear type in the breed standard. All three of these ears are acceptable for the Standard variety and NONE ARE PREFERRED. Please write that down and underline that. 



Head

• Long, narrow, tight skinned and almost flat with a slight indentation 
up the forehead
• Blunted wedge in frontal and profile views
• Muzzle and skull are equal in length
• Slight stop as viewed in profile
• Muzzle well filled under the eyes with no visible cheek muscles
• Underjaw is full and well defined

Pigment: Eye rims, nose and lips are black





• Scissors bite preferred
• Level bite is acceptable
• Lips lie close to the jaw
• Jaws are powerful with full and proper dentition
• Teeth are white and strongly developed

Bite

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our breed standard calls for full dentition. That’s 42 teeth. In a 2020 parent club breed survey it was found that 50% of dogs were missing teeth, most commonly premolars. Manchester Terriers who are missing teeth are missing an average of 3 each.

It’s more important that you note that the dogs have LARGE teeth, especially for their size. It is also important to note that it can be difficult to spot the P1 pre-molars (shown in bottom left) due to the tight lips. 

Missing incisors are most concerning in our breed. 




Review: Head (Skull and Eyes)
Skull & Muzzle equal in length

Skull & Muzzle 
Faults 

Resembles blunted wedge in frontal & profile 
view

Scissor bite preferred
Level bite acceptable

Skull too round, 
muzzle too short 
or thick and Lack 
of Underjaw

Eyes- Nearly black, almond shaped
Small, bright, sparkling
Set close together
Slanting upwards on outside 
Neither protrude nor sink in skull
Rim pigmentation black

Eye Faults
Rather wide apart
Too large, too 
round 
Too light in color
Ear faults
Wide, flaring, 
blunt tipped



Faults: Head (Skull and Eyes)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Top Left: Round eye, needs more fill in muzzle
Bottom Left: Light eyes
Top Right: Toy with button ears
Bottom Right: Rose ear and hound ear (not buttons/too large)




Faults: Head (Skull and Eyes)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Left: Snipey
Center: Too broad & cheeky (ETT influence)
Right: Overbite, snipey, too much stop, rounded back skull, smutty coloring on muzzle



Review-Head (Ears)



Neck
• slightly arched, slim, graceful and of moderate length
• gradually becomes larger as it approaches and blends smoothly with the sloping

shoulders

Topline: Slight, subtle arch over the robust loins falling slightly to the tail set.

Underline: Tucked up extending in an arched line from the deep brisket.

Tail
• Tapers to a point
• Moderately short, reaching no further than the hock joint
• Set on at the end of the croup being thicker where it joins
• the body
• Carried no higher than the back

Fault: While standing or in motion, a flat or roached
back is a serious fault for both varieties.

Neck, Topline, Body

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Neck: this is a ratter’s neck. They reach for their prey, give it a good, strong shake, and then fling it aside.
Topline: Short, powerful loin. The slight arch will be visible over the section of the loin between the last rib and the start of the pelvis. An arched loin signifies strength and agility. 




• The gait is free and effortless with good reach of the 
forequarters

• Rear quarters have strong, driving power to match the front 
reach. 

• Hocks fully extend. Each rear leg moves in line with the 
foreleg of the same side, neither thrown in nor out. 

• When moving at a trot, the legs converge toward the center 
of gravity of the dog 

Gait

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is NOT a hackney gait. You could not be further from it! This is a smooth distance covering stride with reach in the front and strong rear propulsion.

No part of the tail should be carried over the back.



Gait

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You’ll note a variation in the steepness of croup with these dogs. As we know, a croup that is too steep will negatively affect rear drive. So a tail must not be set too low. 

However, the breed standard also does not call for a flat croup, which would result in a high tail set, and would be in direct conflict with the note on tail carriage. 

Therefore, we must conclude that the breed standard calls for a moderate croup angle. 

You will note that our current breed standard calls for a tail that is carried no higher than the back. This might cause you to conclude that it is promoting a steep croup, however this would be false. 

It’s important not to give tail carriage more weight than tail set when judging these dogs on the move.



Slight Subtle Arch

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Again, this is a short, powerful loin. The slight arch will be visible over the section of the loin between the last rib and the start of the pelvis. And is caused by muscle development. It’s important to note this because the muscle development can be affect by age and body condition. Puppies and dogs who are out of condition will have a less pronounced arch than a dog that is mature and well-muscled. For this reason, you must reserve your final judgement on proper arch until you see the dog moving.




Why judged moving?



Why judged moving?



• Shoulders are well laid back

• Shoulder blades and upper arm relatively the same length

• Distance from the elbow to the withers approximately the 
same as distance from elbow to ground

• The elbows lie close to the brisket 

• Forelegs are straight, of proportionate length, and placed well 
under the brisket. 

• Forechest is moderately defined 

• Ribs are well sprung, flattened in the lower end to permit 
clearance of the forelegs. 

• The pasterns are almost perpendicular. 

• Dew claws may be removed.

Forequarters

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
60% of a dog’s weight is carried in its front. Shoulder assembly is very important to proper reach and balance.
Pastern slope: 20-25%



Review: Neck, Body, Topline





• The thigh is muscular with the length of the
upper and lower thighs being approximately
equal

• The stifle is well turned

• The hindquarters are in balance with the
well laid back shoulders

• The hocks are well let down.

• Dew claws may be removed

Hindquarters

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A well let down hock is essential to proper Manchester Terrier angulation. They should not be more than 1/5 the height of the dog. A well let down hock needs a well-turned stifle to balance a properly angulated front. If the hocks are too tall, the second thigh will be too short and you’ll lose the well-turned stifle and end up with a straight rear.





Feet

Front feet
• compact and well arched 
• two middle toes are slightly 

longer than the others
• pads are thick 
• jet-black nails

Hind feet 
• shaped like those of a cat 
• thick pads 
• jet-black nails

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Front Foot: This is not a hare foot although many read this description and think that is what is being described. Manchester toes are more arched and not quite as long as a hare foot. 

Rear feet are tighter than the front feet. The standard describes a cat foot. 




• Smooth, short, dense, tight and glossy

• Jet black with rich mahogany tan which does not blend 
into each other, but abruptly form clear, well-defined 
lines of color. 

Fault: White on any part of the coat is a serious fault

Disqualifications: 
• Whenever the white forms a patch or stripe measuring 

as much as one half inch at its longest dimension
• Any color other than black and tan shall be disqualified

Coat

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This breed dogs not have an insulating coat, and in fact, it totally lacks an undercoat. Do not be surprised, nor penalize them for shivering on the table in a cool building, especially if you have positioned your table under a fan or a/c vent. 

Their skin is naturally gray but will tan to black with sun exposure. Dogs with thin coats may have a gray cast to them- this dog is not blue! They are commonly thin or completely bald on the front of the neck, back of the ears, and back of the thighs. This is affected by hormones (which fluctuate with age) and sun exposure. Dogs that live in states and provinces who see a true winter, will often look thin in the spring. 



Color and Markings

• Very small tan spot over each eye and on each cheek
• Sides of the muzzle are tanned to the nose, but the nose and nasal 

bone are jet black
• Tan extends under the throat ending in the shape of the letter V 
• Partly tan inside of the ears 

• Black “thumb mark” patch on the front of 
each foreleg at the pastern. The 
remainder of the foreleg is tan to the 
carpus joint

• Distinct black “pencil mark” line running 
lengthwise on the top of each toe on all 
four feet

Soundness and type supercede color and markings

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Despite the fact that our breed standard spends so many words on the description of color and markings, it still states soundness and type supercede color and markings. 
Abrupt, clean, well-defined lines of color with no bleeding or blending. � 





Color and Markings
Soundness and type supercede color and markings

• Tan on the hind leg should 
continue from the penciling on 
the toes up the inside of the 
legs to a little below the stifle 
joint

• Outside of the hind legs is 
black 

• Tan under the tail and on the 
vent but only of such size as to 
be covered by the tail

• Tan spots, called “rosettes” 
on each side of the chest 
above the front legs. 

• These are more 
• pronounced in puppies than 

in adults

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rosettes fade with age
If faulted or disqualifying white will be found on a dog it, it’s most likely on the point of the chest, between the rosettes. Sometimes on the tips of the toes.
� 





Color and Markings

Veteran

Natural Graying

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tan lightens to silver with age (veteran classes), eventually turning white when a dog is in its teens – this should never be penalized.
White hairs form when hair follicles are damaged due to scratches or scars, these should not be penalized
Dogs with color added or corrected should have ribbons withheld – this includes thumbprints added, vents narrowed under the tail, and white covered. However, rarely will you find a Manchester with a correct vent.




Thumbprints

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are all photos of the same dog, illustrating how the thumb prints can change over time. Not all thumb prints progress the same way, but the point is that they can change and just because you saw a dog with lovely thumb prints as a puppy, and they changed, doesn’t mean the owners is doing something to them.



Coat and Color Faults

Breeching on the (outer) rear leg

Smuttiness in the muzzleRunny Thumbprints

White on Chest

Thin Coat

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thin coat: Westminster winner from 1951. Well known breeder of this time, Janet Mack, wrote that this was a hallmark of the breed.



The Manchester Terrier is neither 
aggressive nor shy. He is keenly 
observant, devoted yet discerning.

Not being a sparring breed, the 
Manchester Terrier is generally 
friendly with other dogs. 

Excessive shyness or aggressiveness 
is considered a serious fault.

Temperament

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note that this is not a sparring breed. This is a softer terrier that gets along with other dogs. 
Table evaluation: be patient with the young puppies. This is a discerning breed that can be suspicious of strangers and they require a lot of socialization well into adulthood. They go through multiple fear periods. Please approach from the side and get in and out as fast as possible. Ask the handler to show the bite. 

Aggressiveness or shyness should not be ignored, however, these are not social dogs. Please don’t hold them under the chin, gaze into their eyes and try to whisper sweet nothings to them. If the puppy is having a bad day, you won’t change their mind. The best you can do for an upset dog is examine it quickly and move on. The release of pressure is the greatest reward. They know they only have to stand there for a few seconds, and I guarantee you they are counting down in their heads, so don’t prolong it!



Faults:

• Toy Variety: over 12 pounds 
shall be excused

• Both Varieties:

• Wide, flaring, blunt tipped or 
“bell” ears

• Flat or roached back while 
standing or in motion

• Excessive shyness or 
aggressiveness

• White on any part of the coat

Faults & Disqualifications

Disqualifications:

• Standard Variety: Weight over 22 
pounds

• Toy Variety: Cropped or button ears

• Both Varieties:

• White on any part of the coat 
whenever the white forms a patch or 
stripe measuring as much as one half 
inch at its longest dimension

• Any color other than black and tan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A toy over 12 lbs is excused for being entered in the wrong class. A standard over 22 lbs is disqualified. If they are disqualified three times, they cannot be shown. 

If you are in doubt, the parent club urges you to call for the scales! Do not guess and risk losing a correct dog out of the ribbons, or worse, reward a dog that is not correct for its breed. 

Keep in mind, however, there is no such thing as too small or too large within the allowable limits of each variety. You may PREFER a doggy bitch who is close to the limit for its variety, or your may PREFER your bitches to be elegant and smaller than the males, but the breed standard has no preference for size! This is the reason why this presentation spends so much time on breed history. 



Class: Head

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A: This is a doggy bitch and whether you like that comes down to preference. Nice color and eye, nice length & depth of head
C: Good underjaw and proportions overall, eye could be darker
E: ok, but muzzle and back skull are out of proportion
D: Needs more underjaw, slightly downfaced – an issue you’ll see in your ring from time to time
B: extreme Roman nose, another issue you may encounter
F: This is an English Toy Terrier head which is incorrect per the breed standard. Note the short muzzle, wide back skull and excessive stop




Class: Topline

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
B: Correct rise over the loin, fully extended hock, good tail set, nice short loin, tail carriage is incorrect per recent breed standard revision
F: Good topline, more extension needed in rear, tail set is a problem
A: Flatter in the back than preferred, beautiful extension but to be penalized for appearing more generic
D: Good reach, arch is difficult to spot
C: Very low tail set, steep croup, no drive. Some judges may call this dog high in the rear but it is not. You can see the rise dropping into the tail set.
E: High in the rear, rise starts too far forward, lack of rear angulation



Class: Bodies

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
D: Good length of loin
B: Could use more 2nd thigh and less hock, good forechest & upper arm
F: High on leg, this is a young dog, needs smoother blend from beck into shoulder, tail is ok
C: Short upright upper arm
E: High on leg, tail set too low
A: Straight front, angulated rear, topline slopes, croupy
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